




































































PUBLICITY IN REVIEW 
FOR 1988 

AINIE BUSSE, Publicity Chairman 

FEBRUARY 
The Upper Midwest Region of the Perennial 

Plant Assoc. hosted a conference on perennials in 
Bloomington MN for 250 pgersons. "Perennials, an 
Imaginative Perspective" was the title of my 
presentation. Siberian irises were featured in 
slides showing them as companion plants along the 
driveway and walkway to homes; as a transition 
between a rock wall and the lawn at case Estates, 
Boston MA; as a specimen plant next to a backyard 
pool; and used in containers for apartment 
dwellers. 

A similar talk was given at the Green Bay 
Botanical Gardens, but with the addition of slides 
showing the wide range of colors available in 
Siberian Irises on the market today. 
MARCH 

The University of Minnesota Technical 
Institute at Waseca, MN. invited me to be 
horticulturist-in-residence for three days. I had 
an opportunity to show slides of the color range of 
Siberians; how they are divided and planted; their 
use in landscaping; the use of the pods in the 
dried flower market; and how we market them through 
our mail-order catalog. 

The Detroit Lakes vocational-Technical School 
asked for a presentation on perennial plants for 
the dried flower market. Among the plants 
recommended were Siberian irises for their pods. 
The same talk was given that evening at the Fergus 
Falls High School for growers in that area. 
JUNE 

The University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum with the Minnesota Nursery Assoc. offered 
an all-day seminar on perennials. My presentation, 
"Perennials in the Landscape", included slides of 
Siberians as specimen plants in the landscape; used 
in a naturalizing mixture to form a transition from 
field to garden; and as companion plants with 
peonies, daylilies, and other perennials. 
AUGUST 

A copy of the SSI brochure was included in 
the packet distributed to 450 registrants at the 
Perennial Plant Assoc. symposium in Portland, OR. 
Roy Davidson, Belleview, WA and Panayoti Kelaidis, 
Denver Botanical Gardens were both speakers and 
featured Siberians in their talks. The book 
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"Siberian Irises" was sold at the book table. 
A copy of the SSI brochure was included in all 

Fall '88 shipments sent from Busse Gardens and 
given to all participants in the above mentioned 
conferences. Copies were also left at The 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum to be 
available for registrants attending other programs 
during the year, and for visitors to the arboretum. 

the last word 
The news about I. typhifolia is really 

exciting! If it is indeed a distinct third species 
in the 28 chromosome Sibiricae group it may well 
prove to be a significant addition to the Siberian 
gene pool. We hope that Eckard Berlin will keep us 
informed about whether it crosses with the current 
sanguinea and sibirica types. If it does, then we 
may have exciting new hybrids for the garden 
(hopefully fertile ones). 

I was particularly interested in the desciption 
of the foliage (could it really be only 2mm (1/12") 
wide?). I first checked a dictionary of plant names 
and found Typhaceae; aquatic or bog-garden 
perennial herbs - Reedmace. I then headed off to 
the Library and located the original article in the 
1934 Botanical Magazine of Tokyo. Kitagawa's 
description of the foliage says "It is very distinct 
from other species in the genus by having slender 
twisted leaves which show the outlook of reedmace". 

Bingo! confirmation of the narrowness of its 
leaves and the origin of the name. 

You may have noted in the typhyfolia article 
that in the botanical description the height of the 
foliage is recorded at the flowering and fruiting 
stages. I think this is something we could usefully 
incorporate into our descriptions of Siberian 
irises. It could be very useful information in 
landscape and border planning since plants often 
grow on to a very different height from that 
measured at blooming time. 
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COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY 
OF SIBERIAN IRISES 

BORBELETA GARDENS INC. 
15980 Canby Ave Rt. 5. Faribault MN 55021 

BUSH, George c., 
1739 Memory Lane Extd. York, PA 17402 

FIELDSTONE GARDENS INC. 
620 Quaker lane, Vassalboro, ME 04989 

HORTICULTURAL GARDENS 
10516 Dixie Highway, Walton, KY 41094 

ILLINI IRIS, D. Steve Varner 
RR 3, box 5, Monticello IL 61856 

JOE PYE WEED'S GARDEN, Marty Schafer/Jan sacks 
45 Elm st. Badford MA 01730 

MAXWELTON VALLEY GARDENS 
3443 E. French Rd. Clinton WA 98236 

MILLER'S MANOR GARDENS 
3167 E. us 224, Ossian, IN 46777 

OLD DOUGLAS PERENNIALS, Anna Mae Miller 
6065 Old Douglas Rd. (N. 16th St.) 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

POPE'S PERENNIALS 
39 Highland Ave., Gorham, ME 04038 

THE IRIS POND 
7311 Churchill Rd., McLean, VA 22101 

VALENTE GARDENS, Ron and Andy Valente 
RFD 2 Box 234, E. Lebanon ME 04027 

WINDWOOD GARDENS, Bob & Judy Hollingworth 
124 Sherwood Rd. E. Williamston MI 48895 

This source list will be printed in each spring 
issue of TSI at a cost of $5.00 per listing per 
year. Gardens advertising between now and the next 
printing of SSI's "Invitation to Join" brochure 
will be listed as a Siberian source when the next 
brochure is printed. 
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SIBERIAN IRISES ............... Postpaid $7.00 

By Currier McEwen; illustr..ited with color 
plates, drawings and monochrome; includes 
glossary of terms; prepared with help from 
committee of advisors and contributors from 
The Society for Siberian Irises. Proceeds from 
sale of books will he used to support the work 
of SSI. 

Send order to: Julius Wadekamper, 159i4 Canby Avenue, Route 5, 
Faribault, ~IN 55021. t-.lake check payable to 
Society for Siberian Irises. 

SIBERIAN 
NEW l 888 

. .. ~ ·. 
. . . ·-· ~ . 

IRIS CHECK LIST 
EDITION NOW READY 

A L1s1 Ing of 9CJCJ S1ber Ions from l?CJCJ - l98S 
Postpoid: $4.5~ USA, $5.~~ Foreign 
$5.~~ Foreign AIR MAIL (LJS Do11orsl 
Order From: HOWARD L. BROOKINS 

N75 Wl4257 NORTH POINT ORIUE 
MENOMONEE FALLS, WI 53~51-4325 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SOCIETY FOR SlBERlAN lRlSES 
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