


















































THE BACKGROUND 
OF 

P:C:NK HAZE •i 

MORGAN-WOOD MEDAL 
WINNER 1987 

By Harry B.Kuesel 

As the introducer of many of the McGarvey 
Siberians, your editor has asked me to give you 
the background of the latest Morgan-Wood Medal, 
winner, PINK HAZE. 

Bill McGarvey started work on breeding 
Siberians shortly after the 1958 AIS convention in 
Syracuse when he served as convention Chairman and 
RVP of AIS Region 2. He was always very 
interested in genetics and found that diploid 
Siberians were an ideal plant to test the theories 
of Mendelian inheritance. He deduced that 
crossing a good white plant with a good red would 
eventually give him a group of seedlings of which 
some might be pink. From ROYAL ENSIGN he 
developed his Inroy strain P-1 which was the 
lightest of his ROYAL ENSIGN X ROYAL ENSIGN 
seedlings. He crossed that with a 1963 seedling 
63-2-2-2 which was a white from WHITE SWIRL X 
another ROYAL ENSIGN seedling, and got several 
seedlings with a distinctly different pink hue. 

From this line he named one PINK HAZE, and 
another one PINK SNOWTOP. It is interesting to 
note that the reddest of the seedlings from this 
same cross was named . TEMPER TANTRUM. 

As soon as he had about six plants of PINK HAZE 
he sent two of them to me, and two to the Guest 
Iris Chairman two years hence. so AUGURY which 
came from a later cross of TEMPER TANTRUM X 68-64-
315 inroy super WL-BR-1 (another seedling in his 
pink line) was his first pink introduction in 1973. 
His second pink introduction was ROANOKE'S CHOICE 
in 1975, also a later seedling, which won the most 
votes for HC in 1974, after being seen at the 
Roanoke Convention. 

It was at the AIS convention in Michigan in 
1976 at Jill and Jim Copeland's garden that PINK 
HAZE was finally discovered by AIS. But we still 
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did not have enough stock to introduced it. At 
the Huntsville Convention in 1979 it was again a 
hit, and was finally introduced in 1980. 

Photo: Bob Hollingworth 

From then on it 
quickly got its HM 
and won the Morgan 
award in 1984 and 
the Morgan-Wood 
Medal in 1988. 

Bill passed on 
to the eternal 
garden in 1985, 
and the medal will 
be given to his 
wife Elsie B. 
McGarvey. PINK 
HAZE was one of 
Bill's crowning 
achievements. 

PINK HAZE 
(McGarvey, 1980) 

SIBERIAN IRISES ............... Postpaid $7.00 
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By Currier McEwen; illustrated with color 
plates, drawings and monochrome; includes 
glossary of terms; prepared with help from 
committee of advisors and contributors from 
The Society for Siberian Irises. Proceeds from 
sale of books will he used to support the work 
of SSL 

Send order to: Julius Wadekamper, 159i4 Canby Avenue, Route 5, 
Faribault, f\IN 5.5021. f\lake check payahle to 
Society for Siberian Irises. 
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the last word 
we have been underwhelmed by our of fer of 

advertising space in TSI and decided that this is 
because we are in direct competition with the AIS 
bulletins which reach the same clientele. Now we 
have a better idea! We are compiling a Siberian 
sources Directory, and for the very reasonable sum 
of $5 we will list your sale garden or nursery in 
our spring issue. For the same low price this 
directory will also be included in the next 
printing of the Siberian brochure, now there's a 
deal! Send your listing (name and address only) 
and the $5 to our treasurer Gunther Stark. 

We heard from Jennifer Hewitt of the death of 
Marjorie Brummitt early in 1988. Marjorie, as most 
of you know, was a very succesful English 
hybridizer of Siberian irises. Two of her best were 
ANNIVERSARY (I965), and CAMBRIDGE(1964) which won 
the British Dykes Medal. She had a profound 
influence on the genus Sibirica, and will be sorely 
missed. 

MOLES - THE FINAL CHAPTER 

we are all familiar with the sayings - a pride 
of lions, a host of angels, a school of fish, well 
for moles en masse, the correct collective noun is 
a "labor" of moles. Whether this is because they 
labor so diligently at digging tunnels, or my 
interpretation that they are such a labor to 
eradicate, their end is in sight in our garden. 

Bob, while visiting with members of Region 18 
this spring was apprised of a study done at Iowa 
State University using a variety of brand name 
mole traps. The Nash choker-loop trap, made in 
Vicksburg, MI. caught four moles for every one 
caught by the other brands. 

As soon as he got home he headed for the store, 
bought one of them and promptly set it. Wonder 
of wonders, a couple of days later he ran in from 
the garden triumphantly bearing one dead, furry 
pest. Since this early success, another two traps 
have been purchased and we have had no more 
molestations in the iris patch. case closed? 
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Well almost! I can't resist sharing two 
clippings on the subject. 

BREAKING THE MOLE - Moles are so destructive of 
carefully and expensively tended lawns that no mole 
death in my view can be too painful or prolonged. 
I suggest that when, by whatever means the little 
beasts are apprehended they then be buried alive. 

Richard Comben 
London 

From the "Spectator" London, Oct. 6. 1984 

PESKY MOLE WINS IN VENDETTA WITH VEXED RESIDENT 
DOWSBY FEN, England, (UPI) - Oscar Ejiamike had 

all he could take with the mole tunneling under the 
lawn of his country cottage. Poison the varmint he 
decided. 

Because moles are nocturnal animals, Ejiamike 
waited until dark and switched on the headlights 
of his Jaguar so he could find the mole hole. But 
the car stalled and he had to start it again. 

In the process he knocked the car into reverse; 
it lurched and smashed into his cottage. The 
crash shattered the fuel tank, the gas caught 
fire, Ejiamike's car and cottage burned. 

"I was lucky to get out alive" he said. 
"I have never set eyes on a mole but this one 

is driving me insane. I still want to see that 
mole dead. I will pour a ton of concrete over the 
lawn and forget it." 

cont. from page 11 .... Proposed amendments in bylaws 

Art.VII section 3 
Proposed amendment: Lines 9-12 In any such mail 
poll a simple majority of all returned ballots in 
favor of the action moved shall have the same 
effect as though the question had been voted on at 
a meeting. 

SSI members present at the Siberian section Meeting 
at the AIS convention meeting in Memphis on May 2nd 
1989, will be asked to vote on the proposed 
amendments. If you are unable to attend, proxy 
votes received by me by April 1st 1989 will be 
counted. 

Anna Mae Miller 

28 

Property of The Society for Siberian Irises



Published by: 
Society for Siberian Irises 
124 Sherwood Road East 
Williamston, Ml 48895 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Galesburg , Ml 49053 

Permit No. 19 

Property of The Society for Siberian Irises


	1988_Fall-Siberian_Iris_Society_Volume_6_Number_8
	Contents



