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FEATURING ONE OF OUR "HOMEGROWN" HYBRIDIZERS

KEN WAITE

It is impossible to live in the same region
as Bee Warburton and Currier McEwen anc noft become
fascinated by Siberian irises. Visits to their
gardens, seelng and growing many excellent
varieties they had created was always a joy.

I had been crossing within the bearded iris
classes for several years with sporadic results,
but at their urgings, in 1972 I made my first
attempt at hybridizing Siberians. Only a few pods
resulted. A light blue seedling surprised me with
the longevity of 1ts bloom season, from early June
through mid-July! Alas to my dismay, the 1972
cross book had been lost and was never found,. so
the parentage remailns unknown.

Seedling number WS-72-1 was guested at Bee's.
Its ability to continually put up stalks was noted
and Bee suggested that it be registered anad
introduced. It was registered as HARBOR MIST and
introduced in 1983. It received an Honorable
Mention in 1985 and an Award of Merit in 1937.

Since that time in '72, I have continued the
crossing of Siberians when time allowed. Other
varieties we felt worthy of introduction were
LAUGHING BROOK '84, HM in '86; (Dewful X
Tealwood), a wide petaled dark violet; BEDFORD
LASS, '85, HM '87, darker blue and more flaring
than HARBOR MIST, which resulted from crossing
CAMBRIDGE X BLUE BURM and for 1988, SERENADE IN
BLUE (Sally Kerlin X Cambridge). This mid-season
blocomer is 34" tall and a light to medium blue.
Its turquoise style arms almost cover the yellow
and white signal, and the sturdy stalks have one or
twc branches and terminal; three to four buds. The
form is flaring and slightly ruffled, and the dark
green foliage stays attractive throughout the
summer.

Many of the goals of my hybridizing are taking
longer to achieve because my lack of garden space
limits the number f crosses I can make each year.
A primary goal is to produce more varieties with
the branching bud count and continuous bloom of
HARBOR MIST. There 1s not a particular form that I
aim to produce, most are pleasing to me. Another
aim is that of bluer blues, truer pinks and, of
course that eiusive red that I'm still working for
in the bearded class as well.

The hybridizing plan is to stay within the
diploid types for the most part as the smaller
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blossoms are more appealing to me. In this respect,
I feel most fortunate to have acquired a few of the
late Dr. Bill McGarvey's seedlings to work with in
my program. These should blossom this spring and
I'm anxious to start working the PINK HAZE and
JAMAICAN VELVET offspring into the pink and red
lines.

SSI SECTION MEETING, OKLAHOMA CITY
MAY 4th 1988.

The program for the section meeting will
feature the recent hybridizing of two of our
members. Bob Hollingworth and Currier McEwen.

There is only time for two speakers, but
if you are a hybridizer and would like to
share slides of your recent hybridizing with us,
Anna Mae Miller is willing to present them at the
meeting for you. Send her the slides with a brief
description no later than April 21st. Her address
is 6065 N. 16th Sst., Kalamazoo MI 49007.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In my article about the Siberian season in the
Rocky Mountain States (TSI Fall 1987, pp.15-16) I
reported good bloom on BLUE WILSON, and a blue
form of I. wilsoni at the Denver Botanic Gardens.
Currier McEwen has written toc me that he has
crossed BLUE WILSON with half a dozen 40
chromosome plants, and none took either way. On
the other hand crosses with EGO, and four or five
McEwen 28 chromosome seedlings took readily both
ways giving fertile seedlings.

When he wrote to Bill McGarvey about his
findings, Bill said that ELUE WILSON was a
seedling from seed obtained in the British Iris
Society's seed exchange, and labelled I. wilsoni.
He agreed that this could not be correct as the
seedlings should all have been yellow, but never
got around to changing the name to something less
confusing.

On page 16, I mentioned that a blue form ofI.
wilsoni bloomed in my garden. This is a different
plant from BLUE WILSON, but it undoubtedly came
from the same source as Bill's - seed from the BIS
seed distribution plan.

I also mentioned that Panyotti Kelaides,
curator of the Denver Botanic Garden's Rock Alpine
Section, is trying to grow all the species of
irises mentioned in Dykes' £famous monograph. If
any of our readers are growing Siberian species
other than I. forrestii or I. chrysographes, which
he already has, I know he would appreciate your
sending a division, or seed from that plant
selfed, to enhance the collection. His address 1is
909 York St. Denver, Co. 80206.

Harry Kuesel

Not to muddy the waters here, as BLUE WILSON is
obviously not a 40chr., but Dykes does say in "The
Genus Iris, p.26 in reference to I. wilsoni "It 1is
uncertain as yet whether a purple-flowered form of
this iri1s exists, but certain herbarium specimens
seem to point to the possibility.”

Ed.
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the last word

There has been quite a bit of discussion lately
abcut spring versus fall planting, personally, I
still haven't made up my mind . It seems to me
there are really two considerations. Spring
transplanting within your own garden which seems
to be fine, because you can monitor the time,
temperature, and soil condition, and shipping to
another area of the country when these factors are
out of your control. We shipped to, and received
from Massachuscetts in the spring of '87, and there
were losses both ways.

Oon the subject of fall Siberian bloom which I
mentioned in this column in the Fall '87 issue.
Steve Varner wrote that he has seen the stemless
fall flowers I mentioned, in Doug and Jeanne
Clarke's garden in Noblesville, Indiana in 1985,
and one of his own seedlings bloomed in the same
way in his own garden in Monticello, Illinois.

I know that when we were living in Indiana, we
saw some of the very earliest blooming Siberians
with virtually no stems when a spell of
unseasonally hot weather forced them into bloom
before the stems had time to develop. If you have
experienced this fall blooming trait in your
garden, keep some notes to share with us on summer
and fall temperatures and rainfall.

Please note the "Letters to the Editor" section
on page 32 of this issue. This has been started to
address subjects that need clarification as in the
letter from Harry, or for you to let us have
information that would be useful to the membership
but is not 1long enough for a titled article. Don't
let the icea that I might print your letter deter
you from writing to me . I will always check with
you first, unless of course you specify that it is
for the "Letters to the Editor" column.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Jim Foreman for all his help at such a busy time.
He locked out photographs for this issue, and is
alsco responsible for the printing, collating and
mailing of TSI., a job which takes many hours of
his leisure time.

Enclosed is your 1988 ballot for your favorite
15 Siberians. Please return it to me by September
1st.
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RED! RED! RED! RED! RED! RED!

"A few nights ago I dreamed up one possible
way of getting that red (iris). I mean, it woke me
right out of my sleep. All you have to do is find
someone who can do genetic surgery, locate the
gene for red on a gladiolus chromosome and the
gene for blue on a Siberian chromosome do a little
microsurgery to remove the blue gene and replace
it with the red one, and repeat as necessary until
you get a red seedling. Maybe another 25-30 years?
When I dream, I do a good job of it --I produce
the best!"”

Peg Edwards, TSI., Fall 1983, p.24

Well our Peg dreamed ------ and now it's been
done! Peter Meyer and colleages at the Max Planck
Institute for Plant Breeding Research, Cologne,
West Germany, (Nature, Vol. 330 17 December 1987).
reported the first genetic engineering of flower
color. Using gene splicing they made a white
petunia red.

The petunia mutant RLO1 from the Petunia
hybrida collection at Tubigen was used as the
recipient plant as it has no flower pigmentation.
Corn was used as the donor as it has the enzyme for
red pigmentation. The enzyme gene was extracted
from the nucleus of a corn cell and spliced into a
piece of DNA which transmitted the corn gene into
the petunia cell. Of the first 15 plants raised,
two had red flowers and four had flowers with red
sectors.

Scientists are also working through a similar
process to produce blue roses. So while we can all
go on hoping, rushing out at the break of day
hoping to see that elusive red mutant seedling (my
closest heart stopper was a deadheaded red geranium
tossed carelessly into the iris patch) -- what we
really need is a benefactor to fund some genetic
fiddling on irises, and we could have our red iris
in a couple of years.
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MOLES - THE BATTLE CONTINUES

" Where heaves the turf in many
a mould'ring heap"

Thomas Gray

You may recall my report in the Spring '87
issue bemcaning our troubles with moles in the
garden. Even after a move of 250 miles, as I look
out of my kitchen window at this very moment, I see
"mould'ring heaps"” on my front lawn, within striking
distance of the new iris beds.

And so when we received by mail yesterday a
specimen of the taxidermist's art it was a sight to
gladden this gardener's heart. A beautifully
preserved mole, proof at last that they can be
caught!

nccompanying this thoughtful gift from the mole
specialist at Purdue University were the following
lines.

"Here just in time for spring is your friend the
mole. This mole in fact, was captured about 1 mile
from your home in West Lafayette, who knows, maybe
it's part of the mole clan that was terrorizing
your lawn and family.

Rumor has 1t that if you stick pins in this mole
and hang it up in a tree on your lawn, you will not
experience mole problems. There is also a chant
that goes aloag with this ritual but I can't recall
how 1t goes.¥*

Anyway also see enclosed "testimony" of other
mole victims".

(watch for this in the next issue).

My own feeling is that like death and taxes
moles are a permanent fixture in our lives.

* This is his out of course,if this scientific
proceedure fails!
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SIBERIAN IRISES ............... Postpaid $7.00

By Currier McEwen; illustrated with color
plates, drawings and monochrome; includes
glossary of terms; prepared with help from
committee of advisors and contributors from
The Society for Siberian Irises. Proceeds from
sale of books will be used to support the work
of SSI.

Send order to: Julius Wadckamper, 153974 Canby Avenue, Route 3,
Faribault, MN 55021. Make check payvable to
Society for Siberian Irises.

BULLETIN ADVERTISING RATES

FULL PAGE AD 4 1/2" X 7 1/4" ¢ uiieinnnnnnn $50.00
HALF PAGE AD 4 1/2" X 3 1/2" .. .ccieennn .....$30.00
OUARTER PAGE AD 4 1/2" X 1 3/4"....... ee...$20.00

All advertising submitted must be black and white,
camera ready. If original art is to be returned,
please enclosed a stamped, self addressed
envelope.

Acceptance of advertising will be at the
discretion of the editor.
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