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well, but it was a little too early for the Siberians....Sibes are
really getting popular. Everyone at the Convention really enjoyed
them. Bee Warburton had a large clump of BORBELETA that made me
really proud.

THE DISTINGUISHED' SERVICE CERTIFICATE

Our long-awaited Certificate has finally been designed, printed,
and sent to those who were voted by the Officers and Board to receive
it. On the opposite page you can see the design; I wish you could
see it in color. It was worth the wait.

. It is printed in dark blue and green inks and is very handsome.
It measures 9 x 12 inches. I believe the inks used in the printing
are the same blue as in our current cover and the green we used in
the previous coverOstyle; maybe with a little imagination you can
'see' the Certificate in these tints and shades.

Mine will hang proudly over my desk. I imagine those sent to
Charlotte Withers, Bill McGarvey and Currier McEwen will be given
equally appropriate places. 1I've seen certificates which were a
great honor to receive, but so ill-designed they could only be hung
in the back hall. This one is a parlor ornament--or even better,
could be hung in the entrance hall where every visitor would see it
and be properly impressed.

Start Now to Win Your Certificate! 1It's worth the work.--MSE

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. 25.
2. TYCOON, STEVE VARNER.
3. ERIC THE RED, WHITE SWIRL, EGO.
4, ERIC THE RED, CAESAR'S BROTHER, ORVILLE FAY, STEVE VARNER.
5. WHITE SWIRL (1962), SNOW CREST (1963).
6. VI LUIHN.
7. ERIC THE RED.
8. ORVILLE FAY
9. Trick question--Cassebeer, McGarvey and McEwen each have four.

—
o
.

ERIC THE RED, WHITE SWIRL, VIOLET FLARE, BLUE BRILLIANT, SILVER
EDGE.

11. The art or practice of foretelling by omens.

12, Steve Varner won for TEALWOOD, and the 1982 winner was named
after him.

13. Morgan, 1953-54; Cassebeer, 1967-68; McGarvey, 1970-71-72;
and McEwen, 1980-81.

Hope you enjoyed them--I think I got about 30% right.

Property of The Society for Siberian Irises



B ack Talk

Before I do anything else I must apologize for moving Seattle
to Oregon in the last issue. I do and did know better, and what's
more, I wrote that with the atlas right there beside me. I knew as
I wrote that it's Seattle, WA, and now I make it official: Seattle
is just south of Canada.

It was almost fun to sit down and start typing this issue--so
many nice people sent material. To all who contributed, my heart-
felt thanks. Now, could I inspire a few people to send along some-
thing for the next issue? I hope to be able to include an updating
of the membership list, but there's a long, long space between page
4 and 20. HELP!

I was particularly glad to have Calvin Helsley's piece on the
40-chromosome ones; I think many of us are inclined to forget they
are there, because they are not quite as easy to grow in some parts
of the territory--though with Cal's advice more of us may be doing
it from now on. What I'd like to have sometime in 1984 would be an
article on the Cal-Sibes. I know they can be grown in a lot of
places besides the West Coast--I have grown several species of the
Californicae here on Long Island and where they can grow, the hybrids
can do so also. The real problem is obtaining them. My own experi-
ence is that they do not survive the first winter when they are
shipped in late summer. Jean Erickson and I have been trying spring
shipment and so far none died from the trauma of fall planting, and
all survived into their first fall. Unfortunately, two died in late
winter because the dag-nab squirrels dug them up when the back lawn
was so soggy from the thaw that we couldn't get out there to see how
they were doing (along with everything else out back). By the time
the grass could be walked on, they were lying on the ground with
their roots in the air, gnawed foliage brown as old straw, quite
dead. The survivor, however, has multiplied over the summer and
should bloom come spring. So it can be done.

As you can see on page 2, we finally have a Publicity Chairman.
We don't need to run a want ad on that line any more. I suggest
that anyone who needs publicity and doesn't know how to get it for
a local Siberian affair get in touch with Carolee for advice.

There have been other changes on page 2; do study them! And
there's also been a change on page 1. From now the Publication Of-
fice is in the charge of our Secretary, Ruth Wilder, so when you
want back copies, don't send your order to me, send it to Ruth.

Wasn't that wonderful news from the Region 1 Apogon Auction?
I remember when the AIS Convention in 1970 was in and around New
York City we were blessed with many fine varieties of irises for
our Long Island auction and sales were exceptionally good; but noth-
ing like this, though perhaps when one considers how prices have
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risen since then...but not that much! The New England Auction is
usually well organized and draws a 'spending' group and perhaps the
combination accounts for the high sales. I do wish that other areas
would try running an auction. If you ever get to one you'll know it
isn't just a fundraiser--it's a lot of fun, too. The keys to a good
successful auction are--good publicity, good eating, and a good
auctioneer--plus, of course, a good variety of old and new irises.

A bargain table will draw people who are not AIS members, and quite
a lot of these will stay to watch the auctioning of the best stock.
Some will risk a few bids, and you might get a few new members for
AIS--and possibly for us, too. Try it a couple of times! you'll
get hooked!

I might add that I believe that the Board might take a look at
the technique that the Empire State Iris Society has used very suc-
cessfully to help boost prices and quality of stock (ESIS is the
Region 2 organization). Each year a percentage of the auction take
is invested in newly introduced varieties~--TB, various Medians, oc-
casionally Siberian and Japanese introductions, which are planted
in several of the Area's best gardens, grown on for two years, and
then sent to the auctions (ESIS has several local auctions spread
over 2 or 3 weekends in late summer) to be offered for bidding.

Any that don't sell at the minimum price are sent to the next one,
until finally all are sold--but few rhizones get to more than two
and most go well over the base price at the first offering. I
think the basic idea could be adapted to our auctions, too.

I'd like to say something about the proposed Siberian issue of
the AIS Bulletin. This could be the best publicity ever for SSI.
We have about a year to gather and prepare material for it. Most
particularly I would like to see a good bunch of new pictures of
all kinds of Siberian irises. We will need articles on every as-
pect of growing Siberians in every part of the U.S. and Canada
where they can be grown at all. (I am told they don't do well
in Hawaii or Labrador and the Yukon). Articles must be in the
Bulletin Editor's hands by September, 1 believe, and as we will
want to do our own checking-out before passing material along to
Keith Keppel, we'll need to receive them at least a month earlier.
Don't fret about spelling--that's what editors are for. But please,
if you feel you have something to say that could be useful, say
it...ON PAPER. Type it if you can, hand-write it if you can't
type--you'd be stunned at the handwriting I've managed to figure
out (I get a lot of practice from reading my own shopping lists).
And don't forget the pictures.

A few comments on the Registrations and Introductions: most
of our hybridizers are still working exclusively with the 28-chr.
diploids, but we do have this time one registration of an iris
that was bred from two tetraploids by someone other than Mr. McEwen.
At that, he registered it naming it for Ira Wood who bred it.

There is one Cal-Sibe from Jean Witt which was registered last
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year and is being introduced this year. Other than these, there
are five more tetraploids and everything else is a 28-chr. variety,
for a total of 39 varieties mentioned. I can remember getting
quite excited on finding 11 Siberian registrations and introduc-
tions back in the early days. Quite a change!

Of the registrations, 13 are blue or blue-violet; five are
white, and six are red or pink. Several rather new colorings are
listed--Varner's DIANA BLUE is a dappled one, and his DANCE BALLER-
INA dance offers a border effect, darker on the light standards and
lighter on the deeper colored falls. GEORGE HENRY, which Bee Warbur-
ton named for her cat (well, one of them), is white with brown-gold
hafts and signal. This is certainly uncommon; usually whites have
yellow or chartreuse markings, while the brown-gold is rarely seen
on the light-blues--and on whites?--I never have. I do associate
the coloring with white cats, however! Bee also has another dappled
one, TWEED, this one with dappling on velvet. Look'em all over and
pick your choose, as we used to say when I was a kid. Altogether 10
hybridizers are on the list as registrants this year--McEwen with 6
of his own, plus the one for the late Ira Wood; Hager with 5, and
Varner and Helsley with 3 each. Three overseas hybridizers are re-
presented, too. Now, who's going to be the first with a nice bright
scarlet? Firetruck red?

"A few nights ago I dreamed up one possible way of getting that
red. I mean, it woke me right out of my sleep! All you have to do
is find someone who can do genetic surgery, locate the gene for red
on a gladiolus chromosome and the gene for blue on a Siberian chromo-
some, do a little microsurgery to remove the blue gene and replace
it with the red one, and repeat as necessary until you get a red
seedling. Maybe another 25-30 years? When I dream, I do a good
job of it--I produce the best!

Oh yes--jury duty. I was picked for a panel the first morning;
for the next two days we waited for a courtroom to be available, on
the fourth day a room was available, and by noon of the fifth day
we had reached our verdict. The judge invited us into his private
office and asked what we thought of the experience--what puzzzled
us, what we felt could be improved--and answered our questions.

We had a delightful half hour discussing the system and then we all
went home for lunch. But that is the last time for me unless they
provide the juryrooms with an ample supply of of chaise longues.
Those marble halls are tough on the legs, and the firm seats are no
help to the sitzplatz.

Have a good winter as the weather will allow, and keep looking
forward---spring is somewhere up ahead.

Prqg
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