










































form, and tall. These produce a third and even a 
fourth flower. There is still an unnamed white which is very 
frilly in all its parts. 

MORNING MAGIC (1932) is a very early pinkish lavender with 
six or seven flowers to a stalk coming into bloom in mid-may. 
This earliness makes it valuable as well as its habit of sending 
up stalks of bloom at the end of the iris season, as reported 
from some gardens. 

Eatontown lies low and quiet in the June sun. Sunnybrook 
is a level sandy farm and the wide old farmhouse is reached by 
a lane through wood and field. Mrs. Cleveland is a gracious hos
tess who takes pride in pointing out this and that rare plant 
whichlas found a place in her garden. Her taste for beauty 
being a catholic one, she adds to her gardening enthusiasms one 
for silky-haired dogs of fine breed, and another for old furni
ture and glass from early homes of New Jersey. 

That so many Siierian irises have originated from a garden 
o! the sandiest soil is an interesting horticultural observation. 
Given plenty of moisture and humus in the soil they grow satis
factorily for Mrs. Cleveland. They are, also on entirely level 
ground. Her success would certainly not be so good on a sandy 
hillside, 

(2¢ worth: Some of the descriptions given in this early article 
sound like more reinforcements for the theory that many of the 
Siberians we grow may not in fact be of the actual clone that 
was introduced by the early breeders/selectors. I've grown MOR
NING MAGIC since 196o and never found more than 4 flowers on it, 
nor has it produced late bloom for me--nor have I heard reports 
of either characteristic from others who grow it. what 
I have does bloom early and in other respects answers the des
cription of the variety. If I don't grow the true plant then 
what I have is a very close relative, possibly a child of the 
original. Perhaps this would be a good variety to use if one 
wanted to breed reblooming Siberians or extend the season back 
into late Median season. From my own experience with it I would 
think there might be the germ of a line of dwarfs there too. A 
batch of seedlings which I have had to conclude to be offspring 
of the MORNING MAGIC I have, have stayed under 20 11 and indeed 
one of them was under 15" both times it has bloomed so far--it 
skipped last year. 

As for LLEWELLYN's thin, sinuous stems, well, mine ain't. 
I don't say they are as thick as a fencepost, but they are 
fairly sturdy, about as thick as a ball-point-pen.) 
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I don't know whether I'm the only one who enjoys the comic 
trips, but I came across one last summer that I really must 
share with you, I had hoped to be able to have it reproduced in 
this space but that proved to be impossible--i t was a Sunday 
strip in full color and the background on two of the squares was 
so dark we'd have only had a dark grey blur. So I'm gonna tell 
you about it, 

Frame 1. Funky Winkerbean, our hero, is sitting in the shade of 
a tree and watching a bee buzz around a flower--a large yellow 
daisyish thing, 
Frame 2. The flower's stem is all bent and wiggly; rising from 
among its petals are large violent sounds--SNARL, POW, HISS, 
0~10KE, 9lus several exclamation points. 
Frame 3. Hore of the same; by now petals are flying about to the 
tune of GROWL, ?UNCH, SLUG, BAM. 
Frame 4, As the battered, disheveled flower tries to straighten 
up again, and the bee hums off, Funky says, "Boy' That's some 
of t21.e crossest pollinating I've ever seenl" 

Thank you, Mr. Tom Batiuk, for some new insight into our 
hobby's most .fascinating aspect! 

Of course none of Q.!!!:. bybridizers would mistreat a flower 
so violently, We just open them 'before Christmas', so to speak, 
steal their pollen, tie them up with pieces of yarn, or encase 
them in bags, inflict on them husbands (if you cen call them 
that) they perhaps wouldn't have picked out themselves, and all 
round mess up t:1eir private lives. We even have been known to 
make them have unwanted children--unwanted by them, at least. 
However I have no intention of advocating a 'right to privacy' 
law for Siberians, I'll probably be out there next June doing 
more of the same. But in view of the results I've had the last 
couple of years, I am beginning to wonder if the irises are try
ing to strike back? The only pods I had this year were set by 
the bees. This was true not only of the irises but of the day
lilies also. Lilies were a little more amenable to my whims, 
But not much. Oh well--more room for tomatoes next summer, I 
guess. Or just maybe I'll plant a couple of the bee pods I saved 
for a noble purpose: I was ~ to pass them out to some of the 
garden club gals so they could get an idea of the variation one 
can get fro~ one pod of seed, Somehow I have to drive out of 
their heads the idea that a seedling of WHITE SWIRL, if it is 
white, is still WHITE SWIRL. They don't really understand about 
clones and cultivars. Yes, you guessed, I'm horticulture chair
man this year. 
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Now here I go pleading again for material for TSI. And more 
1mportant--if you do promise material--please get it to us in 
time, or if something comes up and you just can't get it out (I 
know these things happen) try to get word to us well before the 
deadline date so we can at least try to find a replacement. I 
had three short articles lined up for this issue which simply 
didn't arrive, even though I was a week late starting to type 
the first draft (I had some sort of bug which had me sneezing 
explosively about every two minutes and feeling sort of numb in 
the brain for four or five days.) Because I had requested these 
I turned down a couple of other offerings for this issue, though 
they are scheduled for the Spring issue. Too late, of course, 
to send out the SOS, so again we have a 24-page TSI. 

One reason we have that much is the good pictures Betty 
Wood sent along of the Westborough Auction--or at least, lunch 
time at Westborough! Soon after we all had to make a beeline 
for the garage to get out of the thunderstorm. 

Have a good winter--see you next spring! 
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Proposition For The Amendment of the By-Laws 

A proposal has been made to amend Article IV~ Section l, 
in order to bring the tenns of office of the officers of this 
Society in line with those of our parent society. If this propo
sal is approved it will take effect at the conclusion of the 
tenn of office of the members then hold ing office. Votes should 
be sent to the tlection Colll!llittee care of Dr. Currier Mc.:.'Wen, 
South Harpswell, Maine, 04079, as Chairman. A two-thirds vote of 
all ballots cast is required for passage. The form of proposal 
follows: 

Shall lrticle IV, Section l, third sentence, be amended to 
read: 

11.Ul tenna, including that of the president, shall be for 
three years begin.'ling on Jarmary l and continuing until 
SUccessors take office. The officers and directors shall 
serve not more than two tenns (following adoption of 
these bylaws) without interrup:l:i.on of service for at least 
three years." 
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