


















































VIIABDER (Spender J"• a: i. 194') Sib., LaM, Bl.M. l!)nperor sdlg. x sdlg. 
Listed b;y Wallace 194'· 

VISLEY WHITi ( r. 1940) Sib. , V. Apparently first mentioned in Royal 
Hort. Soc. Seed List :386, 1940. Sometimes erroneously listed as 
Si birica Visle7 ihi te. 

Wisteria (Andren i. 19», not reg.) Sib., Bl.M. 
The naae, .spelled VisUria, wae validly used in 19'4 for a TB, 

and also iDYalidlJ for a Jap. in 19:59. 
va. Lopa. &rroaeous spelling of William Logan. 
iOOD DOU (Cleveland r. 19:59, i. 1938) Sib., :87M. Listed by Cleve­

laDd in 1938. 
(Vallac. 1. 1940, DO reg. date gi'Yen) Sib., BlD. Listed 

by Wallace 19-40. 

Yale Blue (Vestcrott i. 1929, not reg.) Sib., BlD. Listed in 19:59. 
DJ1Ui TIW>KR (Wheeler, r. 195'; 1. :rairmount 1956) Sibirica, 20•, 

R, B,. s. Mediwa blue; P. same heavily 11&2iced white. Snow Queen 
lt unknown. 

Yoakoia.·Eno:neous liatiJI& by .Bemli th 1938 ot Kanogalli. 
tucan. {Preston, no date) Sib., BlM. Mentioned in AIS 91: 20, 

Oct. 194,. 
IUKBAH I. Co111110n name for I. torrestii. 

ZWTA {Scheft7 r. 1949, i. 1948-49) Sib., BlM. La1it Meadows 1948-49. 
US'f (Stllrteftllt r & 1 19'4) Sib., Blll. Listed by JJemlith 19'4. Hae 

been •rroneoueiy listed as Sturtevant Hybrid. 
•;ifA,(»Jkea, no d*te) Si'b. I. eibirica x I. wilsonii. Jlentioned in 

Journ. Royal Hort. Soc, 40: 2, crfi, Nov. 1914. 

And that winds up the wozking Check List of Sibe.riai!.e. For the most 
part it does .not deal with varieties registered after 1959 because 
at the time I started won: on it I thought (erroneously as it turned 
out) that people wantiDg to look up iater ones could go through the 
iseues of The Siberian Irie to find the material. I have since become 
anre that several isaies are no lon&er available. 

The Complete, Unified, Up to Date Check List will I hope fill this 
pp along with othera, and will include a listing of AlllP'de won by 
Siberians. I expect to be able to start won: on this in late Pall 
or early Winter 1972-7,. Please it you want to bring any errors or 
omiaeione to wry attention or if you have any information not avail­
able to u, will you let u know before October 1972? I would also 
very much appreciate it if every member would let me know of any 
varieties presently lie•ed as obeolete which he baa growing in hie 
plantiJI&. 

And I hope this is of some use to some member sometime! 
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BACK TALK 

Peg Edwards 

~e Warbl.lrton recently brought to my attention a pair of letters 
which I think should be of interest to all of us. The first, froa 
Barbara Whitehouse, Editor of the Region l Bulletin, to the Weston 
Nurseries in Hopkinton, Mass., reads: 

Gentlemen: 

It has come to my attention that Weston Nurseries vaa re­
sponsible for the landscaping of a stretch along Rte. I-495, and 
I am interested in this. I travel often along this route and have 
noticed what I believe must be Siberian irises planted in beds 
along the road. As the li:cli tor of the Region 1 Bulletin, .Allerican 
Iris Society, this has special meaning for me- and for my readers. 

Would you be ktnd enough to tell us what varieties were 
planted and also why you selected Siberian irises for a penian­
ent planting of this kind. I was happy to see that the beds all 
seemed to be growing well, and I will look forward next June to 
their blooming. 

Sincerely (etc.) 

The answer from the DIU'sery follows: 

Iris sibirica Snowy Egret- vhi te 
" " Perry's Blue- light blue 
" " Tycoon- darlc blue. 

Mrs. Whi tshouse: 

The above are the Iris varieties; and our reason for selec­
ting then is that they make a very sh01f1' display when naturalized. 
We observed this years ago at our original nursery in Weston, and 
also in a pasture on Route 1'5 right here in Hopkinton. 

Thank you for your note, and we, too, are happy with the way 
Route 1-495 is shaping up. 

Sincerely yours, 
E. V. Kezitt, President. 

Does this put any ideas in anyone's h•d? 1-.495 is part of the 
Interstate Highway system, most of which has wide strips of grass on 
both sides. Certainly there lllllSt be many places along these highways 
where Siberians could be used to good advantage as barey el•ents 
in the landscaping. How about vri. ting your .State Highway Department 
asking about it- or find out who is in charge of landscaping the 
local segment and getting in touch vi th him? 
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l'or that matter why be self'iab? There are other kinds of iris 
that could be used in similar ways. I'm wre we've all seen placas 
where a highway passes over a stream; imagine the banks planted with 
pseudacolJU! and versicolor and perhaps some of the Japanese irises. 
Where aich roads pass through cuts or between embankments, cristata 
and tectol'Wll could hold the banks along with the usual grasses and 
trailing .roses. EYen some of the Blllaller bearded irises will do 
this job nicely; in fact my first acquaintance with the TBs came in 
my own back yard as a child, where the previous owner bad planted 
several on a steep bank beside a stairway in a situation where a 
mover could not be used. On some of the highways in the divider 
strip there is a sorl of gully doYJ?. the middle- wouldn't a lll&ss 
planting of Siberians look good there? 

Think about it. hd then do something. 

Since I finished typing the copy about Cambridge I have r.... 
ceived a note from Steve Varner about it so this is a good place to 
put it in. Steve says: 

I have grown Cambridge some years- I imported it from Qlgland 
as soon as it 1f88 available. It has been a dependable bloomer each 
year-- is not too tall- and is a light medium blue. I have not seen 
branching- just two buds. Dreaming Spirea, in aore nearly Navy blue, 
is my ftlvorite of all the il:nglish ~berians I grow, but Cambridge 
is my second choice. I have not bloomed any seedlings from it yet. 

Thanks, steve- and thanlls to all. the contributors. I can just 
about imagine what yo11 1 d find in the mailbox if it weren't for a 
few hardy perennials who come thro11gh vi th something every issue or 
two. I hate to keep repeating this, bllt it is the truth: without 
the con'triblltions of the members there would be no publication. I'm 
1fai ting to hear from the other hundred and fifty of you who have 
never yet sent so mu.ch as a short paragraph about your Siberians 
or the ones you saw in So-and-so's prden or what looked good at 
the convention or in your local show. You don't type? Write by 
band. Your handwriting is awful? Can't be worse than mine. Well, I 
take that back. I've had manuscripts come in, these last M •r 
~ ~' that even have mine beat- but I managed to read them. 
So ~ no excuse. Don't know how to vri te? Oh, go on- if you can 
read you can vri te. So you' re not a stylist like Henry James; well 
whee! If Henry sent me a piece of copy (from wherever he might be) 
I don't think very much of his style would remain! (I don't think 
very 11112ch of his style, anyhow.) So how about shifting from the 
majority group to the minority, and sending me some comments on 
your garden, the Siberians you have seen this spring, what won the 
Siberian class in your local show- and it needn't even be an iris 
show if there was a Siberian that won a ribbon. 
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A LIMERICK SEQU.iafCE 

There fllCe was an iris named C&eaar 
Vbose pollen was plucked vi th a tveeser 

And was daubed on bis lrother 
Who was tlms lll&de a mother 

Of some seeds that were stallhed in a freeser. 
After aeveral weeks in the cold 
',\'hey were planted in Dice ~ mould.. 

All throUBh winter they waited 
But the spring was belated.; 

It vaa May ere their leaves could unfold. 
Oh, they grw, the poor shivering bits, 
But the chillings had addled their vita; 

By the Fourth of Jul7 
They were two inchea hip 

And were giving the plant breeder fits. 
Th~ the heatwaves of AU&llst arrivecl 
And all of a sudcleD they thriTecl­

Though the desert-like breath 
Nearly scorched them to death, 

With each shower they quickly re"fivecl. 
They made up for lost time iD September; 
It was not until into Nonmber 

That they tiDally stopped 
When the cold fl'&llle vae topped 

And they vent off to sleep in Decuber. 
With the coming of April's soft showers 
They quickly regained all their powers; 

Lining out in their beds 
Went right to their heads, 

And that June there was one that had nowers! 
Next year caae the judges on tour; 
They said "Well, the weather was poor. 

"If Spring bad b~•n wetter 
"Bloom might have been better, 

"Or maybe they need some manure?" 
But then came the next season's bloom; 
The breeder aaid "Look at thu soo•1 

"The stalks are so long, 
"The branches· so strong, 

"And look at the wonderful. blooml" 
Yee, first bloom may look loke a loss 
And the judge.a may think they are dross, 

But the second year, bud-
If they come of good blood-

Well, time is the test of a crosa. 
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