


























































named a series of Chryso-For seedlings in which colors broke or seg-:­
rega ted into spotted types, some of which correspond rather well to 
Puget Polka. My Ugly fucklings( raised from I. chrysographes seed, but 
apparently actually from a Chryso-For hybrid} also give spotted 
seedlings, mostly on yellow ground. I have one seedling related to 
I. wilsonii that is bordered with delicate lines and dots after the 
manner of Mme. 'Chereau. (Note: I have one also with brown stitching 
on yellow from.Kitton yellows- K. V.) Another clone, of undetermined 
hybrid origin, has so little dotting as to appear will te. My Camou­
flage, with darker dotting and pendant falls, is descended through 
'Mirza Citronella' from I. delavayi, while a third seedling with the 
garden name 'Brizance' (so called because viewing its somewhat odd 
color is a 'shattering* ' experience) is striped as well as dotted. 

Work with 40 chromosome Siberians seems to have languished dur­
ing World War II, as mighe be expected, but was taken up again in 
recent years by M. 8. Kitton. Ii. delavayi, wilsonii and forrestii 
are among the species he has used; and he also has produced spotted 
types as well as some with coppery tones. He described his seedlings 
Oyster Bird, Yellow Court and Barbara's Choice BIS Yearbook 1964, 
pp 63-66. 

I have found the '40s' good garden subjects on their own 
merits, my current interest in them is for use in crosses with Paci­
fic Coast irises. Dykes Medal winner Margot ifolmes pales into insig­
nificance beside some of the Cal-Sibe hybrids now coming into bloom 
in the gardens of various Washington and Oregon hybridizers. Their 
story will be told a few seasons hence. &lffice it to say now: Cal­
Si.bes are going to be a class to keep your eye on. It is my predic­
tion that they are about to undergo the same sort of spurt of devel- · 
opment that the SDBs have shown over the past twenty years. 

A OORT OF 5m1M.IRY 

Peg 

There you have it, kids- our 'Special' on hy:;!'idizing Siberians. 
of hybridizers, research to help hybridizers, background 

on material to be used by hybridizers- even talk of a new name for 
one group- and here I want to stick in my two cents' worth. I have 
two possible suggestions to offer. Inasmuch as most of the 40-chr. 
Species either come from or at least are found among other places, in 
Yunnan, w. China, might we not call them the Yunnan Group? Or since 
apparently all come from laountain complex the liimalayas, 
which extends from West Pakistan through northern India and Tibet 
into China. proper, might we not consider calling them the Himalayan 
Group? 
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SIB.::RIANS ~ Tfu": Gru!!Tli:ST 

Mildred Johnson 

•• You can say that again! Wbat a teemendous season this garden 
had! 3GO bloomed on a first-year plant so beautifully it was over­
whelming. Pictures and descriptions are just nor anough to match 
the flower that popped up from the good green foliage- and on~a 
first year plant, at that. 

The color was so brilliant it fairly spa~ed in the sun, and 
the form is perfection itself. It also has the quality of preser­
ving extrGmely well- it hardly dulled doW!l at all and did not even 
dar~ed a full shade (as most flowers do when they are dried.) It 
had two stalks, one of which was crossed, the other preserved in 
Silica-,Gel. I'hat one i s in m;; l·~agic Ball- the crystal I used at the 
Denver Conv.;intion showing off -~'hi tc Swirl. 

Sor ry to say, D.!.~iF.jI, did no t respond as wall; it gr.;w nic.:ily but 
did not bloom. Wait till next year! Of the two species Dr. Hirao 
sent me fro~ Japan, the taller darlc purple bloomed and this was cros­
sed to ~GO and reverse. Probably it will set 6GO breeding back 40 
generations , but perhaps luck will h.;ilp in making the next generation 
or two worth having. It's fun thinking of the possibilities when one 
makes these crazy crosses. 

On a visit to the west Coast we saw SPAiiKLii'lG ROS3 in Lura 
Roache's garden in Los Angeles; it was exci_ting- such a glow, and so 
big! Now if we can make it do half as well in our hot summer gardens 
we'll be happy. While on the coast we visited the Southern California 
Iris Sociaty .'.:>now and saw a nice display of Siberians- on a table 
labeled Pacific Coast Hyorids. w;;; hate to complain so we casually 
mentioned that they lookeci like ,Siberians to us ••• they said they were, 
and we felt much better. The Pacific Coast irise s surely have some 
exciting brilliance and color, but the Siberians held their own. 

At t he Utah Iris Show in Salt Lake City, we put in an educational 
exhibit of many Siberians; now everyone wants to know 'Where .can I 
get Siberians?' Perhaps a listing of sources in our publications would 
help. 

Jude;ing at Salt Lake a."ld Logan, Utah was exciting, and we also 
visiteci the Ogden, Utah show, mald:ng this an iris season of delight. 

I have been and will continue, experim.:;nting with the effects of 
warm soil and full sun vs. cool soil and little sun to prolong the 
bLom s~son. Tb~ following results seem to carry out some of my 
suspicions: (dates when oloo~ started) 
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. April 28, South exposure • 
May 5, Southeast 11 

May ll, South t1 

South· II 

ti ti 

• • Mrs. Rowe 
• Mrs. Rowe 

Butterfly, Lady Northcliffe, 
Mor ning Magic 

•••• My Love 
• Snowcrest 

May 13, 
May 14, 
!liay 17, 
May 23, 
May 24, 
May 25, 
May 29, 
Kay 30, 

two inches of snow fell 
South exposure • Gatineau, Silvartip, Tycoon 

• • • • Mandy t!iorse, Periwinkle II II 

II II 

North exposure 

June 5, Nothr 
June 11, " 

ti 

II 

II 

June 14, 11 11 

Juile 16, ii:ast 11 

June 20, North " 
July 4 & 7, rebloom 

• • • • Cool Spring, Congo Drums 
Joretta 
Seedlings- Joretta x Cool Spring 

(none earth-shattering) 
My Love, Kingfisher 
Snow Flare, l•'.ountain Lake, 

Cool Spring 
•• Velvet Gown 

•••• Tycoon 
•• ~go 

My Love 

'llhen all clumps are well established I can then obtain more 
positive data of the effects of photoperiodi srn on blcilom of the 
Siberian irises. 

. - . - . - . 
BACK TALK 

Peg .:!!dwards 

• -·<.i· 

One nice thing about being tt.e editor of a publication, for as 
talkative an individual as myself, is tbat you can fill all the gaps 
at the bottoms of ,ages and even, someti mes, a full page that results 
from the fact that a sheet of paper bound into booklet form has four 
sides. I tried in preparing this 'issue to edit things down just enough 
to get it all into 28 pages- seven sheets; but I found that I could 
only manage that by putting Jean Witt's two beautiful drawings on the 
same page, which would be too crowded and would not show them to the 
good advantage they deserve. So we went to the next size, 32 pages, 
included Mildred Johnson's article, and here I am with a little over 
a page to play with. 

I'd like to take someof the space to pay a greatly deserved 
tributa to Kevin Vaughn who gathered and pre-edited thi:;i 'special' 
issue on hybridizing. Kevin is still not through High School yet, 
which may be why he has the gumption and the drive to take on these 
jobs- special edition, special auctions- he is not yet old enough to 
have bedn touched by the fear of failure that so often stops us aider 
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people fro;a even starting to do something. C..:rtai.nly in view of how 
he's done so far he hasn't any reason to fear failure- both last year's 
and this year's aucti ons have b..:en highly successful- (of course he · 
had Bee Warburton as coadjutor there, or was it vice versa?) and look­
ing over the pages I have typed up I must say he has succeeded in 
putting together a very interes ting, informative and useful collection 
of articles. Goog work, Kev! 

In fact ms only complaint is that the last part of the Check: List 
has had to be put off to the spring issue. That will include correcito 
tions of errors in the last batch. I guess we are not going to get a 
perfect Check List until the whole thing can be gathered into one 
cover- which I hope will be some time in late 1972 o·r early 1973. It 
can be expanded to include registration and introduction information 
on varieties that were not included in the original version of the · 
three previous issues of TSI, prirna:Mly because the intormation was 
not yet at hand, at the time I was dealing with that part of the alpha­
bet. 

Again in this issue you are getting a dose of my daffy typing. 
I wish someone would volunteer to type up the pages for the printer. 
We have twice tried using a good typist but in both cases these were 
people who didn't know much about irises, and while their typing was 
excellent, they did :il.Il several cases make errors of matter; missjlel­
lings of technical terms, misinterpretations of unusual words, etc. 
So we reFlly ntoed a competent typist who knows what the stuff is all 
about. In thd meantime I guess we'll just have to make out with me. 

Did I ever tell you how I got into iris breeOJ.ng? (Kind of appro­
priate for this issue. ) It was all Dr. Sidney Mitchell's fault. When 
I was faced, in 1949, with having the care of a garden on a low bud­
g~t after years of living in apartments, I did w:nat comes naturally 
to me- I bought a book. Then I learned that irises came in more than 
just the old dingy •hites, small yellows and gawky purples- heck, they 
even had pinks! But the prices were way beyong my budget and I didn't 
know anyone I could steal them from- so I bought another book- Dr. 
!r.i tchell' s. He tole. me how to make my own irises, and I squeezed out 
enough to buy one pl.ant of Pink Cameo, to work with. This lad to. my 
downfall, and now I am hooked. C'est le premier pa qui coute, as the 
French cuckoo said while aating his foster parent. 

I hope that this issue will inspire someone to attempt to inves­
tigate other aspects of the Siberians not covered here. 1 wish, too, 
that so,neone would taice on the job of doing kar.{otype analyses of the 
group, both the pure species and· the garden hybrids. I have a susi>i­
cion about the 40s; on analysis they might prove to be tetras. In 
some ways th.;y act like it. -Well, enoggh chat • .md of page. 
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