

























































































SIBSRIANS AR:Z THi GRIATHEST
¥ildred Johnson

..You can say that again! What a teemendous season this garden
had! ZGO bloomed on a first-year plant so beautifully it was over-
whelming. Pictures and descriptions are just nor snough to match
the flower that popped up from the good green foliage- and on=a
first year plant, at that.

The color was so brilliant it fairly sparkked in the sun, and
the form is perfection itself., It also has the quality of preser-
ving extremely well- it hardly dulled down at all and did not even
dar<ed a full shade (as most flowers do when they are dried.) It
had two stalks, one of which was crossed, the other preserved in
Silica-Gel. That one is in my Magic 3all- the crystal I used at the
Denver Conventiion showing off wWhite Swirl.

Sorry to say, DiWFUL cdid not respond as well; it grew nicely but
did not bloom. Wait till next year! Of the two species Dr. Hirao
sent me from Japan, the taller dark purple bloomed and this was cros—
sed to 2GO and reverse. Probably it will set £G0 breeding back 40
generations, but perhaps luck will help in making the next generation
or two worth having. It's fun thinking of the possibilities when one
makes these crazy crosses.

Cn a visit to the West Coast we saw SPARKLING ROSz in Lura
Roache's garden in Los Angeles; it was exciting- such a glow, and so
big! How if we can maxke it do half as well in our hot summer gardens
we'll be happy. while on the coast we visited the Southern California
Iris Society Show and saw a nice display of Siberiams- on a table
labelcd Pacific Coast Hyorids. We hate to complain so we casually
mentioned that they looked like Siberians to us... they said they were,
and we felt much better. The Pacific Coast irise s surely have some
exciting brilliance and color, but the Siberians held their own.

At the Utah Iris Show in Salt Lake City, we put in an educational
exhibit of many Siberians; now everyone wants to know 'Where can I
get Siberians?' Perhaps a listing of sources in our publications would
help.

Judging at Salt Lake and Logan, Utah was exciting, and we also
vieited the Ogden, Utah show, making this an iris season of delight.

I have been and will continue, experimenting with the effects of
warm soil and full sun vs. cool soil and little sun to prolong the
bliom season. The following results seem to carry out some of my
suspicions: (dates when bloom started)
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April 28, South exposure . . . . . . Mrs. Rowe

May 5, Southeast " e « « » + o Mrs. Rowe

May 11, South " e « ¢ « » » Butterfly, Lady Northcliffe,
Morning Magic '

May 13, South n e o« o« o o o« My Love

May 14, " " e o o o o « Snowcrest

May 17, two inches of snow fell
May 23, South exposute . . . . . . Gatineau, Silvertip, Tycoon

May 24, " " e « « o o » Mandy lMorse, Periwinkle

May 25, L " e ¢ o+ « o » CoOl Spring, Congo Drums

May 29, North exposure . . . . . . Joretta

Fay 30, sast n e « « « o« . Seedlings- Joretta x Cool Spring
(none earth-shattering)

June 5, Nothr " « o o« o o o My Love, Kingfisher

June 11, " g e o o o oo Snow Flare, Mountain Lake,

Cool Spring

June 14, " L e » o « o o Velvet Gown

Juhe 16, dast " « x w =" » TYCOOH

June 20, North u e o o o o o 30

July 4 & 7, rebloom e o o« « o o My Love

When all clumps are well established I can then obtain more
positive data of the effects of photoperiodism on bleom of the
Siberian irises.

BACK TALK

Peg zdwards

One nice thing about being tre editor of a publication, for as
talkative an individual as myself, is tiat you can fill all the gaps
at the bottoms of pages and even, sometimes, a full page that rssults
from ths fact that a sheet of paper bound into booklet form has four
sides. I tried in preparing this dssue to edit things down just enough
to get it all into 28 pages- seven sheets; but I found that I could
only manage that by putting Jean Witt's two beautiful drawings on the
same page, which would be too crowded and would not show them to the
good advantage they deserve. So we went to the next size, 32 pages,
included Mildred Johnson's article, and here I am with a little over
a page to play with,

I'a like to take somsof the space to pay a greatly deserved
tributs to Kevin Vaughn who gathered and pre-edited this 'special!
issue on hybridizing. Kevin is still not through High School yet,
which may be why he has the gumption and the drive to take on these
jobs- special edition, special auctions- he is not yet old enough to
have be:n touched by the fear of failure that so often stops us older
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people from even starting to do something. Certainly in view of how
ne's done so far he hasn't any reason to fear failure- both last year's
and this year's auctions have been highly successful- (of course he
had Bee Warburton as coadjutor there, or was it vice wersa?) and look-
ing over the pages I have typed up I must say he has succeeded in
putting together a very interesting, informative and useful collection
of articles. Goog@ work, Kev!

In fact m; only complaint is that the last part of the Check List
has had to be put off to the spring issue. That will include correc&
tions of errors in the last batch. I guess we arc not going to get a
perfect Check List until the wiole thing can be gathered into one
cover- which I hope will be some time in late 1972 or early 1973. It
can be expanded to include registration and introduction information
on varistics that were not included in the original version of the
three previous issues of TSI, primatily because the information was
not yet at hand, at the time I was dealing with that part of the alpha-
bet.

Again in this issue you are getting a dose of my daffy typing.
I wish someone would volunteer to type up the pages for the printer.
We have twice tried using a good typist but in both cases these were
people who didn't know much about irises, and while their typing was
excellent, they did in several cases make errors of matter; misspel-
lings of technical terms, misinterpretations of unusual words, etc.
So we rerlly need a competent typist who knows what the stuff is all
about. In the meantime I guess we'll just have to make out with me.

Did I ever tell you how I got into iris breeaing? (Kind of appro-
priate for this issue.) It was all Dr. Sidney Mitchell's fault. When
I was faced, in 1949, with having the carc¢ of a garden on a low bud-
gzt after years of living in apartments, I did wnat comes naturally
to me- I bougnt a book. Then I learned that irises came in more than
Jjust the 0ld dingy whites, small yellows and gawky purples- heck, they
even nad pinks! But the prices were way beyong my budget and I didn't
know anyone I could steal them from- so I bought another book- Dr.
litchell's. He tola me how to make my own irises, and I squeezed out
enough to buy one plant of Pink Cameo, to work with. This led to my
downfall, and now I am hooked. C'sst le premier pa qui coute, as the
French cuckoo said while eating his foster parent.

I hope that this issue will inspire someone to attempt to inves-
tigate other aspects of the Siberians not covered here. I wish, too,
that someone would taxe on the job of doing karyotype analyses of the
group, both the pure species and the garden hybrids. I have a suspi-
cion about the 40s; on analysis they might prove to be tetras. In
some ways they act like it. -Well, enoggh chat. .nd of page.
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